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DIRECTOR'S NOTES 
The Inner Mirror of Unbreakable Dreams 
A mirror is possibly the single most compelling symbol in our lives. It is the 
mechanism through which we can look beyond our physical selves to our deepest 
truths. Contriving a mirror as the central metaphor in Tommywas no theatrical 
whimsy by Pete Townshend, chief writer and idea man for the group The Who. 
Tommy's musical roots extend back as far as the twelfth century when biblically 
inspired Mystery and Cycle plays proliferated in the market places of towns and 
villages throughout Europe. The characters in Tommy are unabashedly allegorical, 
representing the vices and virtues of human nature. Such allegorical statements are 
best addressed through the medium of music . Townshend judiciously avoids falling 
into the formulaic traps of traditional musical theatre. The work, first conceived in 
1969, was performed for the first twenty five years as a rock concert before being 
developed as a theatre production under the direction of Des MacAnuff, Artistic 
Director of the La Jolla Playhouse, San Diego. The production found its way to 
Broadway in 1993. 
The explosive birth of the concert version of Tommy resulted in a progeny of rock 
musicals including Jesus Christ Superstar, Evita, Les Miserables, Rent and the most 
recent Broadway sensation, Spring Awakening. Tommy provides us with what 
Shakespeare called "a chronicle of the time", a documented reflection of a generation 
deeply compromised and unable to wrest free from a past generation that tenaciously 
fanned the dying embers of self-glorifying imperialism. It is no accident that World 
War II becomes, for Townshend an enormous metaphor for the mirror to which we 
are still being drawn today. Tm free!" screams Tommy as he finally breaks the 
psychological shackles of a repressive past. Tommy's freedom was reflected in the 
early sixties by other messengers- of-conscience such as, The Beatles, The Rolling 
Stones, Pink Floyd, Bob Dylan and The Animals. As much as society attempted to 
erase the truth of history by smashing the mirror, its efforts were in vain, for poets 
such as Townshend emerged to remind us that there will always remain a mirror 
within each of us that can never be broken. 
It is fitting, in this age of Idol-mania, that a university should tackle this musical. 
If one moves beyond the pulsating energy and passion of the music to "listen" to the 
metaphors sprinkled through the libretto's landscape, a wealth of issues and ideas 
are offered to enquiring minds. The consequences of rage and anger often lead to a 
state of spiritual reawakening. Tommy, like Everyman, sets off on an "amazing 
journey" toward self-redemption. But it begins only because he is willing to look 
inside the mirror of his soul. Tommy unexpectedly rejects his celebrity status and all 
its attendant wealth and power for a life of unconditional love both given and received. 
What greater reflection could a human desire from the Inner Mirror of Unbreakable 
Dreams? 
-Phillip M. Church 
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